The Boston Tea Party

In Boston, the arrival of three tea ships ignited a furious reaction. The crisis
came to a head on December 16, 1773 when as many as 7,000 agitated
locals milled about the wharf where the ships were docked. A mass meeting
at the Old South Meeting House that morning resolved that the tea ships
should leave the harbor without payment of any duty. A committee was
selected to take this message to the Customs House to force release of the
ships out of the harbor. The Collector of Customs refused to allow the ships
to leave without payment of the duty. Stalemate. The committee reported
back to the mass meeting and a howl erupted from the meeting hall. It was
now early evening and a group of about 200 men, some disguised as
Indians, assembled on a near-by hill. Whopping war chants, the crowd
marched two-by-two to the wharf, descended upon the three ships and
dumped their offending cargos of tea into the harbor waters.

342 Chests in total were dumped into the harbor.

An excellent article with primary sources on this historic event can be found
on the website eyewitnesstohistory.com and the following link takes you
there:-

http://www.evewitnesstohistory.com/teaparty.htm
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