
Causes and Effects of Imperialist Expansion 
Type Group Affected 

 

Economic 

 * Need for raw materials and markets created by the 

Industrial Revolution 

 * Desire for place to invest excess capital at a high 

rate of return 

 

Social 

 * Drive to spread Christianity – White Man’s Burden 

by Rudyard Kipling 

 * Ruled by the strongest and the fittest and the need 

to spread Social Darwinism – Western Culture 

 

Political 

 * Desire for great power status as owning colonies 

meant power an prestige 

 * Competitive drive to gain control of an area and 

obtain military bases and outposts before a rival 

country could do the same 

 

 

Imperialist Control 
Type Arrangement 

Colony Direct control by the Mother Country 

Protectorate Foreign ruler remains in place but with foreign 

powers advisers 

Sphere of Influence Foreign power has exclusive rights to development 

Concession Foreign power has the exclusive right to develop one 

specific aspect of the economy 

Lease Foreign power leases (rents) an area from a less 

developed country 

 

 

Possible Effects of Colonialism 
Positive Effects Negative Effects 

Infrastructure improved Peoples with common backgrounds separated 

Education improved Natural resources exploited 

Access to medical care increased Native cultures damaged 

Food supply increased Economic self-sufficiency lost 

Economic development stimulated Cash crops overemphasized 

Decreased internal conflicts Family life disrupted 

 


