
How to Answer the Constructed Response Questions (CRQ) 

The Constructive Response Questions are located in Part II of the examination.  

Specific instructions on how to correctly answer this section are given at the beginning of the 

section. Copies of Part II of the June 2019 questions are at the end of this document.  

 

ALL responses for PART II, the CRQ-Constructive Response Questions, are to be answered 

directly on the examination and must be completed in PEN (black or blue ink).  

 

The CRQ - Part II consists of two mandatory questions (there are no choices)  

The CRQ – Part II will be 17% of the Total Grade. 

 

The score for Part II is added to the correct number of Multiple Choice questions and then 

tabulated with the score for the Enduring Issues essay to create the final grade.  They do not 

appear as a separate item on the conversion chart.  

 

Each of the two Constructive Response Questions consists of two sets of paired documents. 

Each of the two questions will have SUB-QUESTIONS 

Note: Some sub-questions may have multiple parts. 

Each sub-question answered is worth 1 point 

Each sub-question will begin with a short answer for each document and then conclude with a 

short answer paragraph-style response that links both of the documents.  

 

For each CRQ Question there is a specific structure:  

 

Sub-Question 1 will be classified under CONTEXT, it will be either HISTORICAL OR GEOGRAPHIC 

in nature.  

Sub-Question 2 will be classified under SOURCE, it will be either IDENTIFY/EXPLAIN (Bias, Point 

of View, Audience or Purpose) OR the RELIABILITY of the source and the students REASONING.  

Sub-Question 3 will be classified under RELATIONSHIP between the two documents.  

This can be done in either of the two following ways:  

CAUSATION and TURNING POINT OR COMPARISON (Similar and/or Different)  

In Sub-Question 3 you must use evidence from BOTH documents in your answer.  

The best answers to Sub-Question 3 also include outside information (what the student know 

about the subject that is not mentioned in the two documents).  

 

 



Terminology used within the CRQ questions. 

CONTEXT – or CONTEXTUALIZATION is when a student connects the document to specific 

circumstances or events of time and place as well as the broader regional, national, or global 

events or processes. 

Historical Context: explaining the historical circumstances that led to the event, idea or 

historical development. 

Geographical Context: refers to where the historical development or event took place and why 

it happened in that location.  

SOURCE – and it will more than likely be a Primary Source.  

The essential questions involved in the best answers for this section are:  

Who created the document? Why was it created? Where was it created? 

The answers to these three key questions will allow the student to be able to identify the 

documents purpose, audience, accuracy, point of view, or bias. All of these components, when 

put together, answers the component of RELIABIITY.  

In sub-Question 3 the relationship between the two documents is the focus of the answer. They 

will have five or six lines on the examination to answer this sub-section is “complete sentence” 

format.  

The sub-question 3 will always start with component words that “Identify and Explain” a 

“Cause and Effect.” Each sub-question will give the student definitions for words such as 

Identify, Explain, Cause, Effect, Similar, or Different. They may also ask in sub-question 3 about 

a Turning Point relationship between the two documents. The definition offered for a Turning 

Point is a major event, idea, or historical development that brings about significant change. It 

can be local, regional, national, or global. 

 

Grading the CRQ 

Similar to past examinations, the Board of Regents will give examples in condensed form, as to 

either a correct score for one point or an incorrect or blank response that is a score of zero.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


