
 
 

American History Through Art 
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 Currier & Ives 

Currier & Ives prints covered a wide variety of subject 

matter, from comics to reproductions of oil paintings, 

sentimental scenes to portraits of famous people, from 

disasters and shipwrecks to war and naval battles, from 

clipper and whaling ships to railroads and fires, even 

political cartoons and mockery of various people.  



• In 1834, Nathaniel Currier formed his 
first partnership. Andrew Jackson was 
President, the South was full of slaves, 
Texas still belonged to Mexico, the Great 
West was still a wilderness and 
American was still agricultural not 
industrial.  

• In 1888, when Currier died, he left a 
country spanned from coast to coast 
with railroads, a nation still reeling from 
a Civil War, industrial growth in the 
North and a conquered West.  



• Nathaniel Currier had a difficult start to his 
career in printing. He began in 1834 and by 
1835 had an office at 1 Wall Street. In 1836, 
he established himself in Lower Manhattan 
(152 Nassau Street as his office and later at 
2 Spruce Street as his factory), later moving 
to 33 Spruce Street.  

• His first business associate was his brother 
Charles but he lacked ambition and 
motivation.  

• In 1852, James Merritt Ives became the 
company bookkeeper and his expertise 
made the company quickly expand, 
allowing him five years later to become a 
partner.  





• They created over 7,000 prints, their first best 

seller being printed in an “EXTRA” of the New 

York Sun captioned “Awful Conflagration of 

the Steam Boat „Lexington‟ in Long Island 

Sound on Monday Eveg. Jany. 13th 1840, by 

which melancholy occurrence over 100 

persons perished.”  

 

• The Extra Sun” was a sensation; their presses 

ran night and day to supply the demand. They 

were now an American success story.  



Beneath the picture and the list of the 

dead was the Captain’s story of the event 



This was not the first wreck that Currier & Ives 

printed. Below is the shipwreck of the Mexico, 

off Long Beach, New York in 1837 



The following are some of their prints. I have tried to 

choose a wide variety depicting American history as well 

as those in color to give the viewer a better perspective 

of their art.  The small prints sold for between 15 to 25 

cents each (wholesale 6 cents each). They were about 

2.8 ins. x 4.8 ins. each. The larger pictures cost between 

$1.50 to $3.00 each. They were sized 18 ins. x 27 ins.  

 

 

Several artists worked for Currier & Ives including  

Louis Maurer,  Thomas Worth, Arthur Fitzwilliam Tait,  

Fanny Palmer, George Henry Durrie and Charles Parsons 



Part 1 – America and its People 





























Part 2 – Political Cartoons 
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