
 

Expansion of Suffrage in the United States 

 

Year People Granted the Vote 

 
Late 1700’s 

Most White Men aged 21 or older 
who meet Property Requirements 
of State Laws 

 
Early 1800’s to 1850’s 
 

Most White Men aged 21 or older 
(State Laws) 

 
1870 
 

African American Men  
(15th Amendment) 

 
1920 
 

All Women  
(19th Amendment) 

 
1961 

People in the District of Columbia 
in presidential elections  
(23rd Amendment) 

 
1971 
 

People aged 18 or older  
(26th Amendment) 

 

“One person can make a difference, and everyone should try” 

John F. Kennedy 

 

 


