
How Elections Are Conducted 
 

In the United States we use the Australian Ballot – a secret ballot, distributed and 

tabulated by government officials at public expense. Since 1888, all U.S. states have used 

the Australian ballot.  

Before this, many states used an alternative oral voting and then differently colored 

ballots for each party. However, these older systems made it easy to have a person 

change their vote and in some cases, buy their vote. 

 

There are two types of Australian Ballots used in our general elections. 

 

1. The Office-Block Ballot – also known as the Massachusetts Ballot 

 

This form has the candidates grouped under the title of each office. It emphasizes voting 

for the office and the individual candidate, rather than for the party to which they belong.  

 

 
 



2. The Party-Column Ballot – also known as the Indiana Ballot 

 

This form has the party candidates arranged in one column under the party’s label and 

symbol. It emphasizes voting for the party, rather than for the office or individual.  

 

In some states a single “X” allows a voter to vote for all of a party’s candidates running 

for local, state, and national office.  

 

Most states use this type of ballot. It encourages “straight-ticket” voting.  

Needless to say, the two main parties prefer this form to others.  

 

 
 

When a party has an exceptional strong presidential or gubernatorial candidate to head 

the ticket, the use of the party-column ballot increases the coat-tail effect.  

 

[Definition: The influence of a popular candidate on the electoral success of other 

candidates on the same party ticket. The effect is increased by the party-column ballot, 

which encourages straight-ticket voting] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Voting by Mail 
 

Absentee ballots are sent via the United States Postal Service but it has not been until 

recently that some states have offered a mail ballot. It has made voting much easier for 

many. Oregon began using a mail-only ballot in 1996. The turnout was 66% and the state 

saved more than $1 million.  

 

 

 
 

In the 2000 presidential election, the mail-in system was again used in Oregon and voter 

participation was more than 80% 

 

 

Voting Fraud 
 

Regularly suspected but seldom proved! Modern theories are that fraud is high in many 

states, particularly through the use of false voter registrations and absentee ballots.  

 

In most states, it is difficult to remove a name from a polling list even if the person has 

not cast a ballot for over two years and no longer resides in that state. Enterprising 

political activists still use these names for absentee ballots.  

 

In the Election of 2000, one-third of Florida’s counties found that more than 1,200 votes 

were cast illegally by felons. In one Florida county, nearly 500 votes were cast by 

unregistered voters. In two Florida precincts, the number of ballots cast was greater than 

the number of people who voted.  

 

To stop fraud, in 2008, 25 states required that voters produce form of identification when 

they go to the polls. In the same year, the Supreme Court upheld the strict Indiana law in 

the case of Crawford v. Marion County Election Board requiring voter-registration cards 

or photo identification. Despite many claiming this as negative to a large turnout, the 

court ruled that there was no burden being placed on the voter by upholding these laws.  

This ruling makes it likely that other states will pass stricter voter identification laws.  


