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IBN BATTUTA 

 

                                            

 

Ibn Battuta was born in Tangier, North Africa in 1304. He was born into a wealthy Muslim family.  

For 27 years he travelled, visiting most of the Islamic countries in the world. During the 14th century, 

Islamic civilization in Southwest Asia and North Africa played a major role in bringing the Islamic world 

together for trade and cultural exchange. Their empire covered North and West Africa, Southern Europe 

into Spain and Portugal, the Middle East, and vast area of Southeast and Eastern Asia. Their reign 

created global exploration and a unique transformation of the world. 

Years Areas Travelled by Ibn Battuta 

1325-1326 Travels from Tangiers to Egypt, Syria and Arabia 

1326-1332 Travels from Mecca to Iraq, Persia, Arabia and East Africa 

1332-1335 Travels to Anatolia (Turkey), the Black Sea area and the Asian steppes 

1335-1345 Travels to India and Ceylon 

1345-1346 Travels to Southeast Asia and maybe China (not conclusive by his diary) 

1349-1354 Travels back to North Africa then down into Spain and Western Africa 

1368 Ibn Battuta dies, probably in the city of Tangier 

 

The following readings are edited from “Ibn Battuta: A View of the Fourteenth-Century World” by Joan 

Arno and Helen Grady, National Center for History in Schools, UCLA.  

Instructions:  

Read each document carefully then answer the questions that follow each section. 

While reading, ask yourself could Ibn Battuta have had these adventures if he were not Islamic? 

 

Note: Sufism is an orthodox form of Islam (the Truth) achieving by strict means the selfless experience 
of love and religious devotion (the tarigat) or the spiritual path or way towards full belief in God. 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 


