Indian Ocean Trade

India became the trading center until the Europeans rounded the Cape of Good Hope
Americas were discovered and colonized by the 1600s.

Junks from China and Dhows from the Middle East and East Africa sailed with the prevailing
seasonal winds that changed direction between the monsoon seasons.
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TRADE ROUTES IN THE INDIAN OCEAN, C. 500 - 1000 CE

Indian port cities became Emporia, clearing houses and warehouses for this cross-cultural trade
networks. These cities continued to thrive once the Europeans arrived and prior to colonization
by the British. In the Indian Ocean basin, specialized production increased especially cotton, leather,

stone, carpets, iron and steel.



Cross-Cultural Trade in the Indian Ocean Basin
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