
Initiative, Referendum, and Recall 

 

The majority of the decisions made in today’s democracy are indirect, that is we elect someone to 

represent us in government. However, there is still some form of a direct democracy today when the 

people vote locally for issues under Initiative, Referendum, and Recall.  

An INITIATIVE is a power reserved to the voters to propose legislation, by petition, that would enact, 

amend or repeal a City Charter or Code provision. 

An initiative is the first in a series of actions. Initiative can also mean a personal quality that shows a 

willingness to get things done and take responsibility, therefore, an initiative is the start of something, 

with the hope that it will continue. Government and business start initiatives all the time. 

The people reserve to themselves the power to propose laws and to enact and reject laws, called the 

initiative, and the power to approve or reject laws enacted by the legislature, called the referendum. 

The power of initiative extends only to laws which the legislature may enact under this constitution. 

The first step in the process of qualifying an initiative measure is to write the text of the proposed law. 

Proponent(s) may seek the assistance of their own private counsel to help draft the text of the proposed 

law, or they may choose to write the text themselves. 

If 5 to 15% of all voters sign a petition proposing a new law, that law must appear on the ballot to be 

approved or rejected by direct popular vote.  

A REFERENDUM (PL: referendums or referenda) is a direct vote by the electorate on a proposal, law, or 

political issue. This is in contrast to an issue being voted on by a representative. 

If 5 to 15% of all voters sign a petition requesting it, a recently passed law must be placed on the ballot 

so voters can either approve or veto it.  

The referendum allows citizens, through the petition process, to refer acts of the Legislature to the 

ballot before they become law. The referendum also permits the Legislature itself to refer proposed 

legislation to the electorate for approval or rejection. 



A referendum usually asks a question or questions to which all eligible electors must vote either 'yes' or 

'no'. For electors, referendums are very similar to elections. On polling day, electors go to a polling place 

and cast their vote on a ballot paper. 

RECALL is a power reserved to the voters that allows the voters, by petition, to demand the removal of 

an elected official. Voters have the power to vote an elected official out of office before his or her term 

ends.  

A recall election (also called a recall referendum, recall petition or representative recall) is a procedure 

by which, in certain polities, voters can remove an elected official from office through a referendum 

before that official's term of office has ended. 

PROPOSITIONS: Ballot measures or ballot propositions are proposals to enact new laws or constitutional 

amendments or repeal existing laws or constitutional amendments that are placed on the ballot for 

approval or rejection by the electorate. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Environmental Bond Act (EBA) https://bit.ly/EBAct 

Another useful site to see important documents is:  www.nassaucountyny.gov 
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