
The Italian Renaissance 
 

 
The Duomo and the Palazzo Vecchio in Florence 

 
The word renaissance means rebirth. The renaissance began in the beginning of the 14th 
century in Italy and ended in the middle of the 16th

 
 century.  

Why did the Renaissance start in Italy? 
Italy was a nation of wealthy city-states and cities that emerged, such as Florence, 
invested their wealth in art and learning. Politically, Italy was a feudal nation and the 
Renaissance thinking that developed helped it emerge from this aged tradition and 
system.  
 
The Renaissance is the re-discovery of the activities of human beings, especially art 
showing the way people really looked like. A new philosophy begins to emerge called 
Humanism, a more secular view of human beings.  
 
The attached two-page article was taken from The Teaching Company® magazine of 
2005. It has been scanned in color so that you can have a better view of the pictures 
shown in the article.  
 
You need to know each of the five cities in the article as well as the key people.  
 
Following the article I have attached samples of Renaissance art which you also need to 
study and comprehend.  Please continue to the following pages… 
 

 
The mountain principality of Urbino, a key center in the Renaissance 

 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
This painting is a portrait of 
Federigo Da Montefeltro (1422-
1482) and his son, Pedro 
Berruguette. Note that the style of 
the portrait during the Renaissance 
is more of an everyday life 
situation. Also of note are that the 
faces of the people in the picture 
are as close to being the real 
person as possible. In the past, this 
was not the style.  
 

 
 
 

 

 
The Portrait of Federigo Da Montefeltro and Battista Sforza painted by Piero Della Francesca. 

 
Note that this is in fact three different pictures combined into one. The background is a landscape 

of the city of Urbino. The two portraits were then pained facing each other. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Raphael, the Famous Renaissance artist 

 
 

 
A typical Renaissance painting of people in real life 

 
This is a picture of artists submitting proposals to the local ruler (center). Note the horizon and 
the background. The use of perspective (making distant objects smaller that the close ones) is 
used. Many details were added simply to “beautify” the painting; examples are the intricate 
painting of the men’s clothing and the facial feature on the statue.  
 


