
Morikami Japanese Gardens, Delray Beach, Florida

Roji-en: Garden of the Drops of Dew

My own photographs taken in July 2018



The entrance to the Japanese gardens



Shinden Garden (Heian Period, c. 9th – 12th centuries)
The Japanese nobility adapted Chinese garden design ideals that featured lakes and islands



The design of the bridge is such that it fits in with the natural 
surroundings, stressing the Buddhist culture of harmony with nature



Many Japanese Gardens contain fish, usually 
Koi and various species of turtles



Chie no Wa Wisdom Ring The Buddhist deity of wisdom, Monju



The Bamboo Grove

Bamboo is also native to 
areas of Japan and is used 
in many building structures 
due to its strength and 
flexibility.

It is always used in 
ornamental gardens as it 
makes a unique sound 
when the stalks rub against 
each other in the breeze.

It grows very quickly so it 
does require constant 
maintenance and thinning 
out. 



Many different types of flowers and plants are used within the gardens



Ishidoro Stone Lantern

Erected in 1681 in memory of 
the fourth Tokugawa shogun, 
Ietsuna. The lantern made its 
way from Kan’eiji temple in 
Tokyo to a shipbuilder in Kure, 
Japan; a ship-owner in West 
Palm Beach; and the South 
Florida Science Museum 
before finding a permanent 
home here in 1977.



Typical Japanese Stone Lanterns



Many Japanese use the lanterns as areas for reflective prayer



The Shishi Odoshi or “Deer Chaser” It consists of a swinging bamboo arm 
that collects water and once filled, strikes a rock basin below. The distinct 
sound of bamboo striking stone is meant to startle animals that have 
wandered into the garden.



Hiraniwa Flat Garden (Edo Period, 17th – 18th centuries)
Evolving out of late rock gardens, flat gardens make more liberal use of 
plant material and often visually incorporate outside elements through 

a design technique called “borrowed scenery” (shakkei).



Modern Romantic Garden (Meiji Period, late 19th – early 20th centuries)
The design of the Modern Romantic Garden invokes the naturalist trend of the 
Meiji Period in its openness, both in terms of space and the garden designer’s 
choice of plants. The long-legged kotoji lantern mimics the form of the movable 
bridges of the koto, a Japanese stringed instrument.



Tsukubai. These water basins, originally 
placed in tea gardens to allow guests to 
ritually purify themselves, serve as focal 
points in many gardens today.



The Kodai-mon or “Ancient Gate” was constructed out of Japanese cypress. 
The gate takes its inspiration from the entrances of the large mansions of high-ranking 

samurai during the Edo Period (1600 – 1868).



Buddhism was the first religion of 
Japan which spread from China 
through cultural diffusion. Shinto 
developed later, based on 
Buddhist beliefs and spirituality



Japanese gardens serve as excellent habitat for all types of wildlife



The sound of running water adds so 
much to the overall atmosphere



Nan-mon, or the “South Gate,” the exit 
from the historical gardens. Made from 
rounded cypress posts and beams


