
Early Architecture of England

The Middle Ages in England lastedfrom the end of the 5th century to 1485, which is the beginning 
of the early modern period.The period is marked by the Norman conquest of England at the 
Battle of Hastings in 1066, which overthrew the Saxon kingdom and transformed the country.The 
Middle Ages can be divided into three periods:

Anglo-Saxon England:C.E. 600ς1066
High Middle Ages:C.E. 1066ςcirca.1216
Late Middle Ages:C.E. circa.1216ς1485

The Renaissance and early modern Britainare generally considered to have followed the late 
Middle Ages in England.The late Middle Ages in England lasted from the 13th century until 1485, 
when the Tudor dynasty took the throne.The Renaissance is thought to have begun in 1453 and 
lasted until the 17th century.

The following are a variety of different buildings from these periods.













This is a ducking stool. In the 16th and 17th 
centuries, the ducking stool was a device 
used in England to punish women accused of 
witchcraft, as well as other crimes, and to 
humiliate people in general. The victim was 
then lowered into the water using a seesaw -
like mechanism and raised out again. The 
idea was that if the accused floated, they 
were innocent, but if they sank, they were 
guilty.

The ducking stool was also used to punish 
other unruly people, such as those who spoke 
out of turn, and to humiliate people by 
placing the stool outside their homes. The 
ducking stool may have been more common 
in the second half of the 16th century due to 
changing gender relations, or it may simply be 
because records of its use have survived 
better. It appears to have been in use as late 
as the mid-18th century.










