Muslim Trade Routes

The spread of Islam created a vast
trading empire that stretched from
West Africa to South East Asia



The early trade routes stretched through the Roman
Empire and across to China but travel was difficult.
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The spread of Islam unified the Middle East and North
Africa allowing a better environment for trade
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4 The Spread of Islam



Many more trade routes were added within the
Muslim Empire and prosperity grew
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The Silk Road linked Constantinople to China and became &
major network for trading goods and services along its route
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The emergence of better sailing ships allowed more
goods to travel longer distances in a shorter time
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The seasonal monsoon winds allowed trade to spread
to East Africa, India and South East Asia
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Spices were a main commodity carried by sailing ship:
from South East Asia back to the Middle East
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Major trading networks began between the Asian
mainland and the outer islands
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The Asian Spice Trade in Pre-European Era.



A typical Middle Eastern bizarre sold many types of
spices imported across these trade lanes



