
Runaway Slave Notices and Posters 
 

Ever since slaves were brought to North America, many tried to avoid the cruel treatments and 
punishments by running away. These quests for freedom were seen in not just the South but in all 
of the United States. Local newspapers used to publish daily notices of runaways. Shown below 
is a section from a Louisiana newspaper.  
 

 
 

 
 



Perhaps one of the most famous runaway slave ads came from Thomas Jefferson. Despite his 
campaigning for freedom for the slaves he still owned several. What was surprising is that by all 
accounts, Jefferson was a kind and reasonable master. 
 

 
 

Shown below are two more, which need no further explanation. 
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 



The abolitionists did their best to assist the runaways, either by helping them follow the 
Underground Railroad or assimilate into society after their escape to freedom.  
 

 
 

One of the most famous posters that was published is often part of a multiple choice question or 
a document on a DBQ essay on the New York State Regents Examination 
 

 


