
Ismail Enver (Pasha) (1881-1922) 

 

Ismail Enver better known as Enver Pasha, was 
an Ottoman military officer, revolutionary, 
and convicted war criminal who formed one-
third of the dictatorial triumvirate known as 
the "Three Pashas" (along with Talaat 
Pasha and Cemal Pasha) in the Ottoman 
Empire.  

 

In this Ottoman Turkish style name, the given name is Ismail Enver, the title is Pasha, and there is no 
family name. In the course of his career he was known by increasingly elevated titles as he rose through 
military ranks, including Enver Efendi , Enver Bey , and finally Enver Pasha, "pasha" being the honorary 
title Ottoman military officers gained on promotion to the rank of Mirliva (major general). 
 
While stationed in Ottoman Macedonia, Enver joined the Committee of Union and Progress (CUP), an 

organization affiliated with the Young Turkey movement that was agitating against Sultan Abdul Hamid 

II's despotic rule. He was a key leader of the 1908 Young Turk Revolution which reestablished 

the Constitution and parliamentary democracy in the Ottoman Empire, and along with Ahmed 

Niyazi was hailed as "hero of the revolution". However multiple crises in the Empire including the 31 

March Incident, the Balkan Wars, and the power struggle with the Freedom and Accord Party made 

Enver and the Unionists disillusioned with liberal Ottomanism. After the 1913 Ottoman coup d'état that 

brought the CUP directly to power, Enver become War Minister, while Talaat took control over 

the civilian government. 

As war minister Enver was one of the most powerful figures of the government of the Ottoman Empire.  

He led a disastrous attack on Russian forces in the Battle of Sarikamish, after which he blamed 

Armenians for his defeat. He was one of the principal perpetrators of the Late Ottoman Genocides and 

thus is held responsible for the death of between 800,000 and 1,800,000 Armenians, 300,000 Assyrians 

and 750,000 Greeks. Following defeat in World War I, Enver, along with other leading Unionists, escaped 

from the Ottoman Empire. The Ottoman Military Tribunal convicted him and other Unionists and 

sentenced them to death in absentia for bringing the Empire into World War I and organizing massacres 

against Greeks and Armenians. Enver ended up in Central Asia, where he was killed leading 

the Basmachi Revolt against the Bolsheviks. In 1996, his remains were reburied in Turkey and he 

received rehabilitation by then Turkish president Süleyman Demirel who also praised him and his 

contributions to Turkish nationalism. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enver_Pasha 
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Kemal Atatürk (1881-1938) 
 

                    

 

Kemal Atatürk was a Turkish 

nationalist leader and founder and 

first president of the republic of 

Turkey. 

  
Mustafa Kemal Atatürk was born in 1881 in Salonika (now Thessaloniki) in what was then the Ottoman 

Empire. His father was a minor official and later a timber merchant. When Atatürk was 12, he was sent 

to military school and then to the military academy in Istanbul, graduating in 1905. 

In 1911, he served against the Italians in Libya and then in the Balkan Wars (1912 - 1913). He made his 

military reputation repelling the Allied invasion at the Dardanelles in 1915. 

In May 1919, Atatürk began a nationalist revolution in Anatolia, organizing resistance to the peace 

settlement imposed on Turkey by the victorious Allies. This was particularly focused on resisting Greek 

attempts to seize Smyrna and its hinterland. Victory over the Greeks enabled him to secure revision of 

the peace settlement in the Treaty of Lausanne. 

In 1921, Atatürk established a provisional government in Ankara. The following year the Ottoman 

Sultanate was formally abolished and, in 1923, Turkey became a secular republic with Atatürk as its 

president. He established a single party regime that lasted almost without interruption until 1945. 

He launched a program of revolutionary social and political reforms to modernize Turkey. These reforms 

included the emancipation of women, the abolition of all Islamic institutions and the introduction of 

Western legal codes, dress, calendar and alphabet, replacing the Arabic script with a Latin one. Abroad 

he pursued a policy of neutrality, establishing friendly relations with Turkey's neighbors. 

In 1935, when surnames were introduced in Turkey, he was given the name Atatürk, meaning 'Father of 
the Turks'. He died on 10 November 1938. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/ataturk_kemal.shtml 

 

 

 


