Compromise of 1850

The California gold rush in the late 1840s and the acquisition of new territory of Utah and New
Mexico after the Mexican-American War required Congress to analyze the intertwined issues of
expansion and slavery again since the Missouri Compromise only applied to the Louisiana
Territory.

This time, Congress allowed California to be admitted as a free state and southerners were
granted a stricter fugitive slave law allowing them to recapture their property, even in the North.
Finally, popular sovereignty would allow the people living in the Utah and New Mexico
territories to vote on the issue of slavery when they entered the union as states.
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Kansas-Nebraska Act

In 1854, Congress decided to extend popular sovereignty to the unsettled areas of the Louisiana
Purchase, now know as the Kansas and Nebraska territories. This act led to violence and a pre-
cursor to the Civil War as pro-abolition and pro-slavery forces flooded Kansas to sway the vote,
in what became known as Bloody Kansas.
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Kansas-Nabraska Act, 1854
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FORCING SLAVERY DOWN THE THROAT OF A FREESOILER
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"SMOKING HIM OUT. .

“Him” is Martin Van Buren, Presidential candidate for the Free Soil Party
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Van Buren’s Campaign Poster
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Bleeding Kansas Map




Artists interpretation of Bleeding Kansas




