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A Woman’s Right to Vote

In the late 1800s and the early 1900s, when suffragists campaigned for a woman’s right to vote, the
movement proposed two different reasons why they should be granted this right:

1. Women deserve equal rights, including the ballot

2. Women will elevate politics and promote reform

Instructions: Read and Examine both documents carefully then answer the following questions:

1. InArticle 1 - The Woman’s Reason — list two reasons supporting a woman’s right to vote that reflect each
of the two arguments noted above

2. In Article 2 — Plain Facts for the Working Man — list two reasons supporting a
woman’s right to vote that reflect each of the two arguments noted above

3. Inyour opinion, are there any specific reasons listed in the two documents that would have won your
support for suffrage? Explain

4. Of the two arguments, The Woman’s Reason and the Plain Facts for the Working Man, which would you
have most supported? Why?

5. How can historians account for the fact that some women did not support a woman’s right to vote?

6. If a 19" century suffragist visited us today, would that visitor be pleased with the changes that have taken
place in women’s rights? Explain.
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